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Cultural labels for CoE Cultural Routes

ÅCouncil of Europe (from 1987)

- CoE Cultural Routes Program (partial 

Agreement CoE+EU)

ÅUNESCO (from 1987):

- Cultural Diversity: Routes

- Dialogue: Intercultural dialogue routes (old 

and current initiatives)

- World Heritage: Cultural Routes in the World          

Heritage List and Tentative list

Other related:

- Immaterial Heritage: Immaterial Heritage List

- Creativity: Creative cities 

- Program MAB: Biosphere reserves



Cultural Labels /
Council of Europe Cultural Routes

UNESCO Comments  
Intercultural dialogue 
routes 

Other initiatives World Heritage 
Sites

World 
Heritage 
Tentative 
list

Immaterial 
Heritage 
list

Creative 
cities

Biosphere 
reserves

Old 
initiatives

Current 
initiatives

Current 
routes

The Santiago de 
Compostelapilgrim 
routes (1987)

Routes of 
Faith

- - Routeto 
Santiago de 
Compostela
3 sites
2 countries

2 site
1 country

- - 1 site New sites for 
the WHS 
tentative list 

The Hanse(1991) - - Cultural tourism 
in Baltic 
countries

10 sites
7 countries

- - - - -

Parks and gardens 
(1992)

Mediterranean 
programme

- - 43 sites
10 countries

6 site
4 country

- - - It is 
necessary a 
coordination 
with the 
European 
Garden 
Heritage 
Network

The Heinrich Schickhard 
route (1992)

- - - - - - - - -

The Via Francigena
(1994)

Routes of 
Faith

- - 3 sites
4 countries

- - - - Proposal to 
WHS  
tentative list

The Vauban and Wenzel 
itineraries (1995)

- - - 1 site
1 country

2 site
2 country

- - - WHS 
Fortifications
of Vauban
(France) are
not included
in the
Itinieraries. 
Neitherthe
sitesin the
tentative list
in Belgium

The routes of el Legado
Andalusi(1997)

The Routes 
of al-
Andalus

- 4 site
1 country

- - - -



Cultural Labels /
Council of Europe Cultural Routes

UNESCO Comments  

Intercultural dialogue 
routes 

Other initiatives World Heritage 
Sites

World 
Heritage 
Tentative 
list

Immaterial 
Heritage 
list

Creative 
cities

Biosphere 
reserves

Old 
initiatives

Current 
initiatives

Current 
routes

European Mozart ways 
(2002)

- - 2 sites
1 country

- -

The route of the Castilian 
language (2002) 

- 4 sites
1 country

- - Its expansion 
in the 
Mediterrane
an 
(Sephardic 
routes) not 
developed

The Phoenicians route 
(2003)

- - - 1 site
1 country

3 sites
2 countries

Mediterran
ean diet

- - -

The Pyrenean iron route 
(2004)

- - - 1 site
1 country

- - - - -

The European route of 
Jewish heritage (2004)

- - - 13 sites
5 contries

8 sites
7 countries

- - - WHS of 
Historic area 
of 
Willemstad 
(Netherlands 
Antilles) are 
not included 
in any route

The Saint Martin of Tours 
route (2005)

- - - 2 sites
2 countries

2 sites
2 countries

- - - -

The Cluniac sites in 
Europe (2005)

- - - 1 site
1 country

- - - - -

The routes of the olive 
tree (2005)

- - Olive roads 
(2003)

9 sites
4 countries

6 sites
5 countries

Mediterran
ean diet

- 1 site -

The Via Regia (2005) - - - 8 sites
5 countries

- - - - -

Transromanica ςThe 
Romanesque routes of 
European Heritage 
(2007)

- - - 6 sites
3 countries

21 sites
7 countries

- - - -

The European Iron trail 
Central Europe (2007)

- 4 sites
2 countries

1 site
1 country

-

The route of Don 
Quixote (2007)

- - - - - - - - -

The St. Michael ways - 5 sites - -



Cultural Labels /
Council of Europe Cultural Routes

UNESCO Comments  

Intercultural dialogue 
routes 

Other initiatives World Heritage 
Sites

World 
Heritage 
Tentative 
list

Immaterial 
Heritage 
list

Creative 
cities

Biosphere 
reserves

Old 
initiatives

Current 
initiatives

Current 
routes

The St. Michael ways 
(2007)

- 5 sites
3 countries

- -

The Iter Vitis routes 
(2009)

- 15 sites
7 countries

1 sites
1 country

Mediterran
ean diet

2 sites
2 countries

European Route of 
Cistercian Abbeys (2010)

- 4 sites
4 countries

1 site
1 country

-

Prehistoric rock art trails 
(2010)

- - - 6 sites
5 countries

- -

European Cemeteries 
Route (2010)

- - - 1 sites
1 country

- 2 sites
2 countries

- - -

The route of Saint Olav 
ways (2010)

- - - - - - - - -

Thermal heritage and 
thermal towns (2010)

- - - 2 sites
2 countries

3 site 
3 country

-

Cultural 
routes in 
making

Kyiv 
Initiative: 
Cultural 
routes in 
the South 
Caucasus

Alexander 
Dumas 
project

- Caucausus 
Project

- - - - - - -

Book Route 
project

- Caucausus
Project

- - - - - - -

Route of Roma Culture 
and Heritage

- - - - 1 site
1 country

- Flamenco 
(2010)

Seville ςCitiy 
of Music 
(2006)

-

Routes in 
stand-by

Vikings and Normans - - - 5 sites
3 countries

9 sites
6 countries
In 2011

- - - -



ÅCasadean Sites (2012)

ÅEuropean Route of Ceramics (2012)

ÅEuropean Route of Megalithic Sites (2013)

ÅHuguenot and Waldesian Trail (2013)

New CoE European Cultural Routes



Camino de Santiago ïSt- Jamesô Way

Red point: Santiago de Compostela, a UNESCO WHS

Brown Brown line: WHS as the first Cultural Route

Blue line: Tentative list to be included as WHS

Green line: New sites to included in the Tentative list.

All of them are part of the Cultural Route of St. 

Jamesô Way promoted by the Council of Europe



ÅOther United Nations recognition mentions and/or 

funding

- UNAOC (United Nation Alliance of Civilisations)

St. JamesôWay, Via Francigena, Abrahamôs Path

- UNWTO (United Nation World Tourism 

Organization) Silk road, European Route of 

Cemeteries

- UNPD (United Nation Program for Development)

Silk road, South Caucasus/Black sea

- UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development)

Silk road

Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes



ÅEuropean Commission

- Culture: European Heritage Label

- Projects funded through European 

Commission programs

Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes



Labels/
ECR

Council of Europe Cultural Routes Other United Nations actions European Commission OEI Comments
European Heritage Label Funding 

programs
UNAOC UNWTO

Current 
routes

The Santiago de Compostela pilgrim 
routes (1987)

Recognition as a route for 
Alliance of Civilizations

- Cape Finisterre (Spain) Yes Yes

The Hanse (1991) - - Historic centre of Riga 
(Latvia) and Historic 
centre of Kaunas 
(Lithuania)

Yes -

Parks and gardens (1992) - - - Yes -
The Heinrich Schickhard route (1992)- - - - -
The Via Francigena (1994) Recognition as a route for 

Alliance of Civilizations
- - Yes -

The Vauban and Wenzel itineraries 
(1995)

- - - - -

The routes of el Legado Andalusi 
(1997)

- - - Yes Yes Route of 
Mudejar in 
Mexico

European Mozart ways (2002) - - - - -
The route of the Castilian language 
(2002)

- - - - -

The Phoenicians route (2003) - - - - -
The Pyrenean iron route (2004) - - - - -
The European route of Jewish heritage 
(2004)

- - - - Yes

The Saint of Martin of Tours route 
(2005)

- - - - -

The Cluniacsites in Europe (2005) - - Abbey of Cluny (France)- -
The routes of the olive tree (2005) - - - - Yes
The Via Regia (2005) - - - - -
Transromanica ςThe Romanesque 
routes of European Heritage (2007)

- - - Yes -

The European Iron trail Central Europe 
(2007)

- - - - -

The route of Don Quixote (2007) - - - Yes -
The St. Michael ways (2007) - - - - -
The Iter Vitis routes (2009) - - - Yes Yes
European Route of Cistercian Abbeys 
(2010)

- - - - -

Prehistoric rock art trails (2010) - - - Yes -
European Cemeteries Route (2010) - UNWTO Ulysses 

award
Zale Cemetery Yes Yes



Labels/
ECR

Council of Europe Cultural Routes Other United Nations actions European Commission OEI Comments
European Heritage Label Funding 

programs
UNAOC UNWTO

Current 
routes

The route of Saint Olav ways (2010)- - - - -
Thermal heritage and thermal towns 
(2010)

- - - Yes -

Cultural 
routes in 
making

Kyiv Initiative: 
Cultural routes 
in the South 
Caucasus

Alexander Dumas 
project

- Black sea and 
South Caucasus 
initiatives

- - -

Book Route project - - - -

Route of Roma Culture and Heritage- - - - -
Old Routes 
in stand-by

Vikings and Normans - - - Yes - -



Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes

ÅUNESCO (from 1987):

- Cultural Diversity: Routes

Great Volga

- Dialogue: Intercultural dialogue routes (old 

and current initiatives)

Silk routes / Intercultural dialogue in Central Asia

Slave route: WHS as Genoa Liverpool, Nantes, 

Venice,... / Route of Slave Abolition and Human rights 

(France), Indianos Towns Network (Spain) 





Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes

ÅUNESCO World Heritage:

World Heritage List
- Rhaetian railway in the Albula / Bernina Ladscapes

- Roman ways / frontiers: Frontiers of the Roman Empire (German limes, 

Hadrianôs Wall and Antonine Wall)

Tentative list:
- Roman ways / frontiers: Bavay-Tongres Trail in the Roman Way from 

Bolougne-Cologne (Belgium), Via Appia ïRegina Viarum (Italy), Via 

Domitia (France), Frontiers of the Roman Empire ïRipa Pannonica 

(Hungary), Limes Romanus ïMiddle Danube (Slovakia) and Roman ways 

(Spain),é

-Caspian Shore Defensive constructions in Azerbaijan

-Saint Francis Xavier cultural route 

- Camino Real (Spanish Royal Way): Mercury route is a joint project in the 

WHS tentative list between Mexico,  Slovenia, Spain

- Transhumance ïThe Royal Sheperdôs Track (Italy)



Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes

ÅUNESCO  Other related:

- Immaterial Heritage: Immaterial Heritage List

The traditional art of Azerbaijani carpet weaving 

(Azerbaijan) - associated to Silk Road

Flamenco (Spain) ïassociated to European Route of 

Roma

-Creativity: Creative cities 

Seville ïCity of Music (flamenco) - ïassociated to 

European Route of Roma

-Program MAB: Biosphere reserves

Severals sites associated with olive and wineyards 

landscapes



ÅEuropean Commission

- Culture: European Heritage Label
Sites of reformation (Germany)

Iron courtain (Germany)

Royal Monastry of Yuste (Spain) ïin the Imperial Route of Charles V

-Projects funded through European Commission 

programs
Art Nouveau European Route

European Route of Industrial Heritage (ERIH)

Cultural corridors of South East of Europe: Danube road, Diagonal 

road, Eastern Trans-Balkan road, Sophia-Ohrid road, Via Adriatica, 

Via Anatolia, Via Egnatia, Via Pontica and Western Trans Balcan road

Baltic Fortress Culture and Tourism Route

European route of Brick Gothic (EuRoB)

Transhumance initiatives

Cultural labels for other European Cultural Routes





RUTA DEL MODERNISME  2005







Other  important initiatives

ÅTrans-Siberian railway

ÅGreat Tea route o Siberian route (associated to 

other tea roads associated to Silk roads)

ÅFootsteps of Paul the Apostle





VisitEurope / European Travel Commission

ÅCultural routes

- The Santiago de Compostela pilgrim routes

- Parks and gardens

- The Heinrich Schickhard route

- European Mozart ways

- The European route of Jewish heritage

- The Via Regia

Other proposals:

- Footsteps of Paul the Apostle

- Paintersôtrail in French C¹te dôAzur

-Routes in Switzerland (salt, religious, Thomas Cook)



VisitEurope / European Travel Commission

ÅReligious routes

- The Santiago de Compostela pilgrim routes

- The Via Francigena

- The European route of Jewish heritage

Other proposals:

- Footsteps of Paul the Apostle

-Way of St. Francis of Assisi to connect Via Francigena 

with Via Slavica

ÅRoute of Fortifications

Border between Spain and Portugal



VisitEurope / European Travel Commission

ÅEcotourism Pan-European Routest

Top 5 itineraries crossing Europe. Iconic heritage 

sights: biosphere reserves of UNESCO, national parks 

and regional parks.

- The Atlantic Pan-European Route

- The Central Pan-European Route

- The Mediterranean Pan-European Route

- The Nordic Pan-European Route.

- The Western Pan-European Route



Some Comments to discuss

- Few synergies and label confusion between CoE, European 

Commission, UNESCO, UNPD, UNAOC, UNCTAD and UNTWO.  And 

with  another regional international institutions as OEI, ALECSO or 

ISESCO.

- Only 8 current routes with some contact with UNESCO, mainly 

with the World Heritage Centre.

-VisitEurope (European Travel Commission) promotes at the same 

level CoE Cultural Routes, UNESCO routes and other initiatives. 

Few CoE Cultural Routes are promoted.



Some Comments to discuss

- EU Overseas countries and territories are not included

- Europeaid and National International Cooperation Agencies from 

EU countries have projects associated to cultural routes in Asia, 

ACP and Latin American countries.
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