


45.  The cultural and historical centre of the Līgatne paper factory village and 
a secret Soviet bunker.  This is a 19th century example of industrial buildings, wood 
architecture and urban construction, and the ensemble has been preserved to the present 
day.  The village features the paper factory and examples of wood architecture – row 
houses for workers, as well as a system of canals and sluices.  Those who enjoy an historical 
aura are invited to walk across historical little bridges, take tours of cellar caves, or visit a 
secret Soviet-era bunker that is nine metres under the ground.
Paper factory:  Spriņģu Street 2, Līgatne, +371-2918-9707, www.visitligatne.lv, 
GPS 57.237086, 25.041551
Bunker:  Skaļupes, Līgatne Administrative District, +371-6416-1915, +371-2646-7747, 
hotel@rehcentrs.apollo.lv, www.bunkurs.lv, GPS 57.255603, 25.069067
46.  The Līgatne winery offers tastings of wines made by the owner.  This is a hobby 
for the owner, who uses ancient recipes based on fruits and berries that are gathered in 
Līgatne.  Homemade wine can be tasted by individual or group visitors, with wine made of 
black currants, red currants, rhubarb, apples, etc., being made available.
Līgatne Administrative District, +371-2652-1467*, ligatnesvinadaritava@gmail.com, 
www.ligatnesvinadaritava.lv, GPS 57.233345, 25.041533
47.  Vienkoču Park is a location for relaxation and instrument.  The word “vienkoču” 
refers to boats carved out of single logs of wood.  You’ll learn all about the boats, the local 
environment and history, green thinking, and the first home built in Latvia out of sandbags.  
Craftsmen will display their skills, and visitors can take part in various activities.  There is 
also a jewellery workshop at this location.
Vienkoči, Līgatne Administrative District, +371-2932-9065, info@vienkoci.lv, 
www.vienkoci.lv, GPS 57.190701, 25.052004

Līgatne Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Spriņģu Street 2, Līgatne, +371-6415-3169, +317-2918-9707, info@visitligatne.lv, 
www.visitligatne.lv, GPS 57.233009, 25.040094
Līgatne Administrative District Local Government and Tourism Information Point
Nītaures Street 5, Augšlīgatne, +371-6415-3169, +371-2918-9707, 
info@visitligatne.lv, www.visitligatne.lv, GPS 57.1840553, 25.0355802

48.  Cēsis: Antiquity today.  Cēsis is a town with 800 years of history, and its historical 
centre includes a Livonian Order castle that was built in the early 13th century, the so-called 
New Castle, which was built in the 18th century and features a museum exhibition, and 
the Cēsis Exhibition Hall.  Rose Square is alongside St John’s Church, and it is a location for 
celebrations, markets and concerts.  The castle park with its stage host large outdoor cultural 
events and hikes, and everyone will be delighted about the black swans of Maija Park.

Cēsis Tourism Information Centre
Pils Square 9, Cēsis, +371-6412-1815, +371-2831-8318,
 info@cesis.lv, www.tourism.cesis.lv, GPS 57.313393, 25.272346

49.  Ungurmuiža.  The mansion at this estate is a unique example of Baroque design in 
wooden buildings – the only preserved wooden castle from the early 18th century in Latvia.  
Visitors can examine interior paintings and enjoy the special atmosphere of the estate’s park 
and its oak trees.  There is a little teahouse if you wish to have some refreshment.
Ungurmuiža, Pārgauja Administrative District, +371-2200-7332, +371-6416-4195, 
ungurmuiza@inbox.lv, www.ungurmuiza.lv, GPS 57.362490, 25.088777
50.  Straupe and the Lielstraupe Castle.  This is an area that was populated more 
than 800 years ago.  For 300 years, Straupe was a Hanseatic city with active craftsmen and 
traders.  Very popular today is a farm product market in Straupe.  The Lielstraupe Castle is a 
unique building in that it includes both a castle and a church.  A hospital for drug addicts is 
in the building at this time, and it can only be viewed from the outside.  The church includes 
several major artworks including a sun dial on the outer wall.  The wooden bell tower in the 
park was built in the 18th century.
Lielstraupe Castle, Straupe, Pārgauja Administrative District, +371-2947-1887, 
www.pargaujasnovads.lv, GPS 57.347401, 24.947611
51.  The Brasla pub is a cosy roadside eatery with a wealth of traditional Latvian dishes.  
The environment is quite Latvian, as well.  This is a log building with interior design and 
dishware all produced by local craftspeople.  There is a banquet room which seats 25, as 
well as a little sauna for small parties.
Braslas Krasti, Pārgauja Administrative District, +371-2942-6705, braslaskrogs@inbox.lv, 
GPS 57.295879, 24.924116

Pārgauja Tourism Information Centre
Ezeriņi, Pārgauja Administrative District, +371-2662-0422, 
turisms@pargaujasnovads.lv, www.pargaujasnovads.lv, GPS 57.375721, 25.039163

52.  Zilaiskalns.  Zilaiskalns (Blue) Hill stands 127 metres above sea level, is the highest 
hillock in North-western Vidzeme, and is an ancient sacred location full of legends and 
stories.  There is a Medieval cemetery here, and the entire hill is an environmentally 
restricted area.  This was an important cult location in the distant pass, with sacred trees, 
hillocks, birches, a stream and cult rocks.  A guide is available for tours.
Zilaiskalns, Kocēni Administrative District, +371-2949-7362, GPS 57.553609, 25.216078
53.  The Dikļu Castle.  The oldest written information about this estate dates back to 
1456.  The castle was built in 1896 and restored in 2003, preserving many of the materials 
that were initially used to finish the interior.  The castle contains Latvia’s only exhibition 
of artworks produced by the country’s most distinguished artists during the period of the 
National Renaissance.  There is a collection of antique furnishings, along with a unique set 
of fireplaces and stoves.  The castle contains a hotel, restaurant and leisure concert, and the 
granary of the state has been turned into a large hall for exhibitions and concerts.  Tours of 
the castle are available in the company of a guide.
Dikļi, Kocēni Administrative District, +371-6420-7480, www.diklupils.lv, 
GPS 57.598101, 25.102071
54.  Dikļi:  The cradle of the Latvian Song Festival.  Dikļi is a well known location in 
the cultural history of Latvia.  In 1864, a pastor and writer called Juris Neikens organised the 
first group singing event or Song Festival in the park of his manse (now known as Neikens 
Hill).  This laid the foundations for a lovely Latvian tradition.  A guide will lead you around 
the hill, the Song Festival promenade, and a Song Festival exhibition.
Dikļi, Kocēni Administrative District, +371-2664-9685, +371-2620-1765, 
GPS 57.598619, 25.090735
55.  Valmiera:  Thinking and creating for 730 years.  Stroll through Valmiera to feel 
the breath of seven centuries of history.  You will enjoy untouched nature in a city which 
nevertheless offers a sprightly and modern urban rhythm.  Visit the Old Town, take a look 
at the eight buildings of the Valmiera Museum, tour a Medieval herb garden, climb the 
viewing tower on Valterkalniņš Hill, and scale the steeple of the Church of St Simon for a 
bird’s eye view of Valmiera.
56.  The Valmiera Drama Theatre is not just a professional cultural centre for the 
Vidzeme region, it is widely recognised as one of Latvia’s best theatres because of its 
artistic qualities, powerful stage traditions and openness to new impulses.  The theatre has 
proven itself at the international level.  It was established in 1923 and offers event venues, 
costume rentals, and tours behind the scenes of the theatre itself.
Lāčplēša Street 4, Valmiera, +371-6420-7335, www.vdt.lv, GPS 57.539464, 57.539464

The Valmiera Tourism Information Centre
Rīgas Street 4, Valmiera, +371-6420-7177, tic@valmiera.lv, 
www.visit.valmiera.lv, GPS 57.538545, 25.420961

57.  The Valmiermuiža brewery.  Visit this brewery to learn about how the rich history 
of the local baronial estate influenced the production of beer.  You will see how natural 
materials are used to create living beer in an unhurried way, and you will learn how to enjoy 
beer so as to discover its real taste.  The brewery welcomes visitors every day, but please 
contact it in advance.  A tour will last around 90 minutes.
Valmiermuiža, Burtnieki Administrative District, +371-2026-4269*, +371-6421-6601, 
ciemos@valmiermuiza.lv, www.valmiermuiza.lv, GPS 57.555934, 25.431621

The Valmiermuiža Tourism Information Point
Dzirnavu Street 2, Valmiermuiža, Burtnieki Administrative District, 
+371-2913-5438, GPS 57.555934, 25.431621

58.  The Matīšu church is one of the most beautiful houses of worship in Vidzeme, built 
during the last quarter of the 17th century, perhaps by the same man who designed the 
steeple of the Church of St Peter in Rīga, Rupert Bindenschu.  The rooster at the top of the 
steeple is 45 metres above the ground.  The pulpit and altar in the church are from the late 
17th century.  The portal is decorated with the monogram of Swedish King Charles XII.
Avotu Street 1, Matīši, Burtnieki Administrative District, +371-6422-4162, 
www.burtniekunovads.lv, GPS 57.700001, 25.159624
59.  Hemp butter at Adzelvieši.  This farm grows lots of hemp and makes butter from its 
seeds.  A collection of ancient hemp processing instruments can be viewed in the granary.  
You can taste and buy hemp butter and take an educational tour.  You can also produce your 
own butter with the antique tools.
Adzelvieši, Burtnieki Administrative District, +371-2925-3507*, adzelviesi@inbox.lv, 
www.adzelviesi.lv, GPS 57.732018, 25.328637

The Burtnieki Tourism Information Centre
Jaunatnes Street 15, Burtnieki, +371-6422-6502 turisms@butniekunovads.lv, 
www.burtniekunovads.lv

60.  Little devils made of wood at the Mazsalaca Administrative District Museum.  
The museum features a collection of unique wooden sculptures produced by the wood 
carver Valters Hirte.  He has spent his entire life in creating some 450 small carvings, and 
170 of them are little devils.
Rīgas Street 1, Mazsalaca, +371-6425-1781, +371-2651-9165, 
turisms@mazsalacasnovads.lv, GPS 57.858214, 25.059811

Mazsalaca Tourism Information Centre
Rīgas Street 1, Mazsalaca, +371-6425-1776, +371-2837-4774, turisms@
mazsalacasnovads.lv, www.mazsalaca.lv, GPS 57.864048, 25.057068

1.  The Latvian Open-Air Ethnographic Museum is found in a pine forest on the 
shore of Lake Jugla, and it is one of the oldest open-air museums in Europe.  The museum 
features buildings and household objects from all over Latvia, concentrating on rural life 
between the late 17th century and the 1930s.  There are craftspeople at the museum. The 
museum also celebrates traditional Latvian seasonal festivals each year.  An exhibition 
hall offers a look at an applied arts studio, as well as objects from the museum’s collection
Brīvības Street 44, Rīga.  +371-6799-4106 (for tours), +371-6799-4515 (ticket office)
www.brivdabasmuzejs.lv, info@brivdabasmuzejs.lv, GPS 56.994343, 24.269272
2.  Craftman’s Workshop.  Children and adults can test their skills at working with 
craftsmen’s instruments, learn ancient games, ride a cart and relax at a well-appointed 
picnic area.  There is a special programme for each season. 
“Pirts Alpi”, Garkalne Administrative District, +371-2985-8049*, 
www.namdaradarbnica.com, rctl@inbox.lv, GPS 57.014198, 24.456940

3.  Carnikava and the Carnikava Administrative District.  The administrative 
district is proud of its long-standing fishing traditions and its tasty lamprey eels.  
The Lamprey Festival is held on the third Saturday of each August.  The Carnikava 
Regional Research Centre is located where the crossing point of the lower reaches 
of the Gauja River once stood, and the building is a copy of one from the Cēlāji 
homestead.  The Siguļu church is the only wooden house of worship on the shores 
of the sea in Vidzeme.  The final resting place of the poet Ojārs Vācietis is found in the 
neighbouring graveyard.  The administrative district is enriched by the Piejūra Park 
and the untouched place where the Gauja River flows into the sea.
4.  Mežgarciems.  Mežgarciems is located in the Carnikava Administrative District.  
It was once the site of a Soviet military base where air defence systems were found.  
It was known as S-75 PGA, and used to train troops.  Soviet-era bunkers can still be 
found in the administrative district.  They were established at strategically important 
objects, and one can still be toured in Lilaste.

Carnikava Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Stacijas Street 5, Carnikava, +371-2932-6285, +371-6770-8443
tic@carnikava.lv, www.tourism.carnikava.lv, GPS 57.125779, 24.275745

5.  Saulkrasti.  Saulkrasti was established in the latter half of the 19th century as 
a spa.  The seashore features the steep and curving banks of small rivers, and this 
is one of the loveliest places along the Vidzeme coastline.  It may be that it was 
for this reason that Saulkrasti has been popular among holiday-makers since time 
immemorial.  The local park contains a monument to Baron Reitern of Lēdurga, 
who established the Neibāde swimming location in the early 19th century.  The 
town itself features evidence of a number of centuries – fishermen’s huts, summer 
homes, sanatoria and private homes.  The most beautiful part of the local landscape 
is the White Dune, and linden trees planted by Russian Empress Catherine the Great 
are nearby.  The Saulrieta Trail offers a look at unforgettable sunsets.  The “Seaside 
Feeling” organisation offers an entertaining and cultural tour, “Stories of Saulkrasti,” 
if you want to learn more about the town’s history.
Seaside Feeling, +371-2949-8998, anda.gailite@inbox.lv, www.seasidefeeling.lv
6.  The Saulkrasti Bicycle Museum.  This museum’s collection reflects the history 
of bicycle manufacturing in Latvia in advance of World War II.  Alongside unique 
exhibits, there is an old-time workshop along with a shop.  This is the only bicycle 
museum in Latvia and the largest museum of its kind in the Baltic States.
Rīgas Street 44, Saulkrasti, Saulkrasti Administrative District, +371-2888-3160, 
latvello@inbox.lv, www.velomuseum.lv, GPS 57.241944, 24.400833.

The Saulkrasti Tourism Information Centre
Ainažu Street 13B, Saulkrasti, +371-6795-2641, tic@saulkrasti.lv
www.saulkrasti.lv,  GPS 57.266701, 24.41342

7.  The Münchhausen Museum.  This museum brings to life the legends about the 
famous master of fantasy, Baron Münchhausen, as well as his wife Jacobine.  The museum 
offers a collection of wax figures and beer steins.  You will enjoy true adventures in the 
largest wooden attraction ship in the Baltic States, as well as along the Münchhausen 
forest trail.  The museum has a summer café, and picnicking is possible in the park.  
Münchhausen-related souvenirs are also available.  Dunte Baronial Estate, Liepupe Parish, 
Salacgrīva Administrative District, +371-6406-5633, +371-2657-6056, 
minhauzens@minhauzens.lv, www.minhauzens.lv, GPS 57.404871, 24.425090
8.  Lamprey fishing in Salacgrīva.  This is a traditional and unique way of capturing 
lamprey eels, which are a delicacy for many people.  Lamprey fishing is not too common in 
the world, and these traditional methods are only used in Salacgrīva today on the Salaca 
River.  It is a unique process with centuries of history.  Tastings of lampreys are available.
Meldru Street 18, Salacgrīva, +371-2926-8299*, a-rozensteins@inbox.lv
GPS 57.753456, 24.366238
9.  The Ainaži Maritime School Museum is located in a building which once was 
the first Latvian maritime school.  It was established in 1864 at the initiative of Krišjānis 
Valdemārs.  The museum offers information about the school and about the history of 
building sailing ships along the coast in Vidzeme.  There is a collection of anchors, buoys, 
mines and engine screws in the garden of the museum, along with sculptures of the old 
“wolves of the sea” and a monument to ... potatoes.  Yes, potatoes, because that’s what 
people from Ainaži sold in Petrograd to raise the money to open the maritime school.
Valdemāra Street 47, Ainaži, +371-6404-3349, www.ainazumuzejs.lv
 ainazumuzejs@apollo.lv, GPS 57.864814, 24.360500

The Ainaži Tourism Information Centre, Valdemāra Street 50A, Ainaži, 
Salacgrīva Administrative District, +371-6404-3241, tic.inta@salacgriva.lv, 
tourism.salacgriva.lv, GPS 57.864143, 24.360809
The Salacgrīva Administrative District Tourism Information Centre, 
Rīgas Street 10A, Salacgrīva, +371-6404-1254, saltic.juris@salacgriva.lv, 
tourism.salacgriva.lv, GPS 57.751827, 24.356281

10.  The Aloja Administrative District and the small towns of Staicele and 
Aloja.  The Salaca River flows through the Aloja Administrative District, and it offers 
both boating and fishing opportunities.  A fishing competition known as the Staicele 
Vimba brings together lots of fishermen every year.  Staicele flourished because of 
a paper factory and workmen’s village that were built in the late 19th century (the 
wooden buildings along Lielā Street are best preserved).  Staicele dubs itself the 
capital city of storks, and here you can view the unique “Professor’s Nest.”  The “Artists’ 
Barn” offers a look at the work of local craftspeople, and you can try your hand at a 
100-year-old loom.  Churches in Staicele and Aloja are worth a visit.  The Latvian poet 
Auseklis is buried in the Aloja cemetery, and his life and work can be examined at the 
Aloja Museum.  Ungurpils, in turn, is proud of a lake with several floating islands.  
Around the Vilzēnmuiža Estate is one of the largest concentrations of white stork 
nests in Latvia.  The nearby Braslava Park has a wealth of different plants.  You can 
take a tour of the Lielkalni and Vīksnas biological farms and taste their wares.
11.  The Pivalind Liv Museum in Staicele is found in one of the oldest log buildings in 
town.  The museum offers a look at the cultural heritage of the Liv nation, also offering 
tastings of traditional Liv porridge.  Visitors will learn about Liv history and traditions 
and look at the “Liv Primer” to learn about place names in and around Staicele and 
their relationship to the Liv language.  The museum also features household objects 
which people around Staicele once used, as well as crafts which they produced.
Lielā Street 14, Staicele, Aloja Administrative District, +371-6403-5155, 
+371-2788-1859, muzejs@staicele.lv, www.staicele.lv, GPS 57.834816, 24.747391

The Aloja Administrative District Tourist Information Centre
Lielā Street 13, Staicele, Aloja Administrative District, +371-6403-5371
 +371-2788-1859, turisti@staicele.lv, www.aloja.lv, www.staicele.lv
GPS 57.839828, 24.732971

12.  The Ķirbiži environmental education centre and forest museum is found 
at the Ķirbiži Estate, which was built up in the 18th and 19th century.  The only forest 
museum in Northern Latvia has been in the granary and grain drying kiln of the 
estate since 1989.  Visitors will learn about the wealth of the surrounding forest – 
protected plants, hunting trophies, stuffed animals and birds, forest tools and the 
history of forestry schools in Latvia.  The Forest Information Trail which runs along the 
banks of the Vitrupe River is nearby, and it is approximately 2 km long.  
Ķirbiži, Limbaži Administrative District, +371-2928-8916, GPS 57.651236, 24.489814

13.  The Hanseatic town of Limbaži was the residence of the Rīga archbishop 
in the past, and it was also one of the capital cities of Livonia.  Most of the wooden 
buildings which were erected in the town during the latter half of the 18th century 
have been preserved, as has the Medieval layout of Limbaži, which dates back to the 
14th century.  Tourists can visit Medieval ruins with a viewing platform, examine 18th 
century wall paintings in the Old City Hall, visit the old fire fighting depot with its 
viewing tower, tour the Limbaži Museum, and view an exhibition which is dedicated 
to the composer of the Latvian national anthem, Kārlis Baumanis.

14.  The Living Silver Museum in Limbaži offers a look at jewellery, small 
elements of decor, and large examples of art produced in silver.  A special attraction 
is the “Future Castle 3001”, which was made of more than 30 kg of silver and is the 
largest silver artwork in the Baltic States.  The museum offers tours of the exhibition, 
the services of guides, and the purchase or commissioning of silver objects.  There 
are special programmes on holidays, and newly married couples can order a 
representation of their family tree in silver.
Burtnieku Street 4, Limbaži, +371-2935-6858, www.sudrabamuzejs.lv

15.  The Igate Castle and the Dzirnavu pub.  The Igate Castle was built in the 
Neo-Renaissance style around 1880.  It is surrounded by a lovely landscape park 
with ponds, and there is a small windmill on the Igate River.  A cosy pub is in the 
building of the windmill.  The castle also serves as a hotel, and it features an exhibition 
commemorating locally born Hugo Legzdiņš, a distinguished Latvian naval officer 
and commander of the submarine Ronis.  The castle is excellent for parties, romantic 
weddings, and elegant banquets and balls.
Igate, Limbaži Administrative District, +371-2924-5500, igatespils@igatespils.lv, 
www.igatespils.lv, GPS 57.379601, 24.686459
16.  The Bīriņi Castle is very ornate, built in 1860 and rebuilt in the early 20th century.  
It is one of the most unique semi-circular and Neo-Gothic buildings in the architecture 
of Latvian castles.  The valuable interior decor of the castle, which was done in the 
Neo-Renaissance style in the latter half of the 19th century has been preserved.  The 
castle features a terrace garden with a pergola on the shores of the local lake, as well 
as a large park.  The castle is a hotel with a restaurant and a variety of other services.
Bīriņi, Limbaži Administrative District, +371-6402-4033, hotel@birinupils.lv, 
www.birinupils.lv, GPS 57.244144, 24.659166

17.  The “Cepļi” ceramics workshop of Ingrīda Žagata offers a look at the living 
spirit of Latvian cultural traditions, with the power of the earth and the passion of fire 
being synthesised into unique clay dishes.  Their colours range from smoky gray and 
coal black to creamy white fired paintings in the Japanese Anagama kiln.  Professional 
artists help visitors to produce their own clay dishes.
Cepļi, Limbaži Administrative District, +371-2923-4867, cepli@cepli.lv, www.cepli.lv, 
GPS 57.399635, 24.433378
18.  The miraculous ZUGU ceramics of fortune and success.  Visitors to the 
workshop of the ceramics artist Arnis Preiss can watch how dishware is made, tour 
an exhibit, and purchase dishes.  ZUGU ceramics are based on the secret knowledge 
of ancient masters in Vidzeme.  The exclusive and unrepeatable object of success is 
created with specially selected clay, water that has been filtered through various 
plants, the day on which the dish is prepared and fired, the lively fire created by 
firewood, the colour and decorations of the dish, as well as the master craftsman’s 
skills and knowledge.
Zelmeņi, Limbaži Administrative District, +371-2978-3447, preiss@zuguart.com, 
www.zuguart.com, GPS 57.399754 24.432907

The Limbaži Administrative District Tourism Information Centre, 
Torņa Street 3, Limbaži, +371-6407-0608, +371-2835-9057
tic@limbazi.lv, www.visitlimbazi.lv, GPS 57.514895, 24.714171

19.  The Turaida Museum Reserve.  The historical town centre of Turaida tells a story 
about what has happened there for the past 1,000 years.  Visitors can examine the cultural 
heritage of the Liv people of the Gauja River region.  The Medieval Turaida Castle features a 
series of exhibitions, as well as a tower which opens up to magnificent view of the Ancient 
Gauja River Valley.  Baznīckalns Hill has a wooden church and a memorial of the Rose of 
Turaida.  Folk Song Hill features a sculpture garden that is dedicated to Latvian folk songs.
Turaidas Street 10, Turaida, Sigulda Administrative District, +371-6797-2376, 
turaida.muzejs@apollo.lv, www.turaida-muzejs.lv, GPS 57.183250, 24.949485
20.  The Sigulda Castle of the Livonian Order is a fortress that was originally built 
in 1207.  It features a look at the everyday lives of brethren in the Livonian Order.  An 
historical tour is available, and an arsenal of Medieval weapons can be examined.  Visitors 
are welcome to climb the towers of the castle, enjoy a Medieval aura, and take a look at the 
unique landscape of the Ancient Gauja River Valley. 
Pils Street 18, Sigulda, +371-6797-1335, info@sigulda.lv, www.tourism.sigulda.lv, 
GPS 57.166366, 24.850053
21.  The More Battle Museum features an exhibition of authentic objects and recorded 
memories from World War II, with both sides of the front lines being considered.  A guide is 
available to discuss the battle of More, during which members of the Latvian Legion kept 
the Red Army from reaching Rīga for two weeks toward the end of the war.  The museum 
also features household objects from the 19th and 20th centuries, evidence of the Soviet 
era, and exhibitions by regional craftspeople.  Souvenirs are available.  A T-34 tank and 
other types of military equipment are outside of the museum.
Kalna Kaņēni, More, Sigulda Administrative District, +371-2944-6115*, +371-2669-9694*, 
info@moresmuzejs.lv, www.moresmusejs.lv, GPS 57.079596, 25.061655

The Sigulda Administrative District Tourism Information Centre, 
Ausekļa Street 6, +371-6797-1335, info@sigulda.lv, 
www.tourism.sigulda.lv, GPS 57.153182, 24.853715

22.  The Mālpils Estate is one of the most elegant examples of Classicism architecture 
in Vidzeme.  Built in the mid 18th and rebuilt in the early 20th century, the mansion of 
the estate is a cultural monument of national significance, and it was restored in 2008.  
The Baroque estate park with its strolling paths and ponds is being restored.  The mansion 
contains a hotel and restaurant, and various other services are available.
Pils Street 6, Mālpils, Mālpils Administrative District, +371-2666-6600, 
info@malpilsmuiza.lv, www.malpilsmuiza.lv, GPS 57.006461, 24.949354

23.  The Ķeipene Cinema Station is housed in the former Ķeipene rail station, 
where visitors will find the only piece of the rails which once connected Rīga and Ērgļi.  
The station features an exhibition dedicated to the distinguished cinematic director 
Sergei Eisenstein, with historical cinema equipment, a true fire sign for maritime 
navigation, and an environmental installation of an enormous table (6 m high) with 
two chairs for the great virtuosos of the cinematic industry.  The table has steps, and it 
can be used as a viewing platform.
Dzelzceļa Stacija, Ķeipene, Ogre Administrative District, +371-2631-4147, 
velta.riekstina@gmail.com, GPS 56.895779, 25.186509
24.  Gingerbread at Ķeipenieši.  This company is famous with its “tasty artworks” – 
gingerbread baked for adults or children with a good sense of humour and with 
different tastes.  Visitors can observe the baking process and try their own hand at 
decorating gingerbread.
Atpūtas, Ķeipene, Ogre Administrative District, +371-2865-8262, unida@inbox.lv, 
www.keipenespiparkukas.lv, GPS 56.888706, 25.183196
25.  The Suntaži Estate Castle and Museum.  The mansion of the estate was 
built in the late 18th century, sacked during the 1905 Revolution, and then restored 
by its last owner, Baron Hahnenfeld.  Since 1920, the castle has housed a school and 
museum which features an exhibition related to the school and the surrounding 
parish.  You can scale the tower of the building to enjoy the surrounding landscape.
Suntaži High School, Ogre Administrative District, +371-2862-5976*, 
GPS 56.907365, 24.925421
26.  Tīnūži – Latvia’s geographic centre and the Tīnūži Estate.  The geographic 
centre of Latvia and the Baltic States can be found in Tīnūži (GPS 56.880139, 
24.606222).  The Tīnūži Estate, which is on the right bank of the Little Jugla River, is 
home to the Ikšķile Administrative District Cultural Heritage Centre.  The permanent 
exhibition in the museum is focused on battles in which Latvian riflemen engaged 
along the Little Jugla River. It includes unpublished photographs, along with weapons, 
uniforms, and objects found at battle sites.
Tīnūži, Ikšķile Administrative District, +371-2666-9452, GPS 56.867946, 24.570119
27.  The birch juices and wine cellar of the Liberts family.  In 2010, Linards 
Liberts set up an operation to produce birch juice, and visitors can watch the way in 
which various products are derived from it – fresh birch juice, lemonade, syrup, wine, 
sparkling wine and even fortified birch juice.  All of the products can be sampled.
Zaķu Muiža, Daugavmala, Ikšķile Administrative District, +371-2929-7469, 
info@sula.lv, www.sula.lv, GPS 56.8200, 24.5173
28.  The ruins of the Ikšķile Church on St Meinhard Island.  Historical events 
of Latvian and European importance began in Ikšķile more than 800 years ago, and 
evidence of this is found in the ruins of the oldest stone house of worship in the Baltic 
States.  It was built on St Meinhard Island , and the cornerstone was laid in 1184 by 
the Bishop of Livonia, St Meinhard.  It is an architectural and historical monument of 
national significance.
Ikšķile, Ikšķile Administrative District, +371-6502-2458, GPS 56.815369, 24.500604
29.  The “SierŠtelle” cheese making factory.  The brand name “SierŠtelle” was 
created in 2009, and the factory produces more than 30 different tastes of cheese, 
including cheese with peppermint, cheese with chanterelles, cheese with sun dried 
tomatoes, etc.  Contact the facility in advance for tours of the factory, where you can 
taste the cheeses and buy the ones that you enjoy the most.
Brīvības Street 12, Ogre, +371-6502-1200*, siers@sierstelle.lv, www.sierstelle.lv, 
GPS 56.814892, 24.602165

The Ogre and Ikšķile Administrative District Local Government Agency
The Ogre and Ikšķile Tourism Development Agency
Brīvības Street 12A, Ogre, +371-6507-1883, +371-2949-168, 
info@latvijascentrs.lv, www.latvijascentrs.lv, GSP 56.814762, 24.601875

30.  The Andrejs Pumpurs Museum in Lielvārde is a place where you can learn about 
the Latvian folklore hero Lāčplēsis and the author of the relevant epos, Andrejs Pumpurs.  
The museum also features exhibits about Lielvārde and the legendary Lielvārde belt.  This 
is the only place in Latvia where you can examine the ornamental belt, find your own 
ornament in it, and look at one of the longest and widest belts of Lielvārde that have 
ever been woven.
E. Kauliņa Alley 20, Lielvārde, Lielvārde Administrative District, +371-2932-2468*, 
+371-6505-3759, muzejs@lielvarde.lv, GPS 56.711361, 24.835281

33.  The Braki Museum.  This museum is in the former home of the great Latvian 
author Rūdolfs Blaumanis (1863-1908), and the house is part of a typical farm in 
Vidzeme.  The exhibition features the author’s work via interactive programmes.  
You can try out farm implements and how they work, take part in the mischief of 
the “little devils” who were Blaumanis characters, and organise family celebrations.  
Locally produced oatmeal and pancakes are a real treat.  The “Trails of Braki” 
amusement park is there, as well.
Braki, Ērgļi Administrative District, +371-6487-1569, +371-26406289, 
braki.muzejs@inbox.lv, www.braki.lv, www.brakutakas.lv, GPS 56.900425, 25.696780
34.  Ērgļi and the Ērgļi Administrative District.  The town centre of Ērgļi is full 
of lovely views of the surrounding environment.  The park dates back to the age of 
noblemen, and you will experience a sense of history on the ancient castle hill.  There 
are three bridges in the middle of the village which cross the Ogre River.  The writer 
Rūdolfs Blaumanis is buried in the local cemetery, and his memorial museum, Braki, 
is nearby.  Another memorial museum, Meņģeļi (GPS 45.876965, 25.699477), focuses 
on the Jurjāns brothers, who were musicians.  They were the founders of Latvian 
classical music, and you can learn about their lives at the museum, also spinning the 
Song Festival wheel.  The Līdumi regional research museum in the Sausnēja Parish 
offers information about the history of the parish.  There is a memorial room related to 
the writer and translator Voldemārs Zālītis.  A leisure facility at the Jumurda Estate will 
offer the beauty of nature and a lot of peace and quiet (GPS 56.946362, 25.7391419).

The Ērgļi Administrative District Local Government and 
Tourism Information Centre, Rīgas Street 10, Ērgļi, +371-647-1299, 
info@ergli.lv, www.ergli.lv, GPS 56.899111, 25.642504

35.  The Piebalga porcelain workshop offers a tour of the only plant of its kind in 
Latvia.  You will learn about the history of porcelain and the secrets of its production.  
There is a gallery of porcelain objects at the Vecpiebalga Estate. In the porcelain 
painting studio, you can try your hand at painting porcelain dishes with professional 
porce lain paints.  The finished product will be available just 90 minutes after you finish 
your work. Pils, Ineši, Vecpiebalga Administrative District, +371-2972-1836, 
+371-2845-1800, poga@apollo.lv, www.porcelanadarbnica.lv, GPS 57.020370, 25.832806
36.  The Piebalga Museum of Noble Spirits. The town of Piebalga boasts a 
wealth of cultural heritage.  The Saulrieti memorial museum which honours the great 
Latvian fairy tale author Kārlis Skalbe (+371-2649-4406, GPS 57.078142, 25.842112) 
and the farm where he was born, Incēni, are there.  You can tour the museum and 
engage in various thematic events such as wedding rituals.  At the top of Kaibēnu Hill 
is the “Kalna Kaibēni” memorial museum, which features the lives and works of the 
Kaudzīte brothers, who were 19th century writers.  It is the oldest memorial museum 
in Latvia (+371-2618-5382, GPS 57.028034, 25.722349).  It is here that the brothers 
produced their seminal novel “Era of the Surveyors.”  Another museum in the area, 
Kakaiši, focuses on the most eager songster in the Piebalga Administrative District, 
Antons Austriņš (+371-2613-2270, GPS 57.058611, 25.799722).  A former school 
known as Jāņaskola (+371-6410-0351, GPS 57.111242, 25.931484) focuses on the 
composer Emīls Dārziņš and the poet Jānis Sudrabkalns, and that is another memorial 
museum in the area.  You can go on a tour and listen to some of Dārziņš compositions.
Vecpiebalga Administrative District, the “Orisāre” Association of Piebalga Museums, 
+371-2657-3868, +371-6410-0351, www.piebalgasmuzeji.lv
37.  The “Vēveri” branch of the Latvian Open-Air Ethnographic Museum.  
Eight agricultural and craftsmen’s farms in the village of Vēveri offer a look at building 
traditions in the area.  The village stands amid the typical landscapes of Vecpiebalga.  
Visitors are welcome to weave thread into a textile that is on the loom at the museum.  
The hill on which the Vēveri windmill stands offers a great view of the far reaches of 
the Piebalga region.  You can also help to grind grain and then bake bread.
Vēveri, Vecpiebalga Administrative District, +371-2936-4806, GPS 57.113328, 25.845833
38.  The Apšu church of Lode.  This log church was built in 1780 and is reminiscent 
of the house of a Vidzeme farmer in its appearance.  The altar, pulpit and organ were 
all installed in the late 19th century, a bell tower was added in the early 20th century, 
and the straw roof was replaced in the early 1930s.  Several scenes in the film “Aija” 
were filmed here.  Taurene Parish, Vecpiebalga Administrative District, 
+371-2935-2904, GPS 57.139329, 25.608046
39.  The Nēķena (Taurene) Estate.  This mansion was built in the styles of 
Historicism and Neo-Classicism in the 1880s.  The mansion now is home to the local 
parish board and a cultural centre, and alongside are the old castle, the granary, 
beer cellars and a landscape park.  The Vecpiebalga Administrative District Tourism 
Information Centre is in one of the buildings, and it features an exhibit about the 
region’s history. 

The Vecpiebalga Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Taurene, Nēķena Estate, Vecpiebalga Administrative District, 
+371-2611-0724, info.vecpiebalga@inbox.lv, www.vecpiebalga.lv, 
GPS 57.161128, 25.662781.

40.  The Piebalga Art Collection.  Back in the 1930s, the painter and art critic Jēkabs 
Strazdiņš began to collect artworks for the purpose of establishing a museum of art in his 
home town.  The collection vanished during World War II, and it was only in 1999 that some 
of the paintings were rediscovered and restored.  Today there are more than 30 artworks 
in the collection, and they are all unique and unrepeatable.  Artists who are represented 
include Jānis Jaunsudrabiņš, Ernests Brasliņš, Jānis Valters, Vilnis Titāns, Vilhelms Purvītis, 
Jūlijs Madernieks, etc.  Pēterskola, Melnbārži, Jaunpiebalga Administrative District, 
+371-2636-1860*, GPS 57.165050, 25.846301
41.  The St Thomas Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jaunpiebalga is one of the 
largest and most ornate houses of worship in Latvia’s countryside.  The church seats 800 
people, and the altar and pulpit are made of oak.  The 200th anniversary of the church was 
celebrated in 2004, and that is when it was named after St Thomas.  Restoration of the 
church was completed in 2012.  Outside the building is a monument to Latvia’s freedom 
fighters that was produced by Kārlis Zāle.
Gaujas Street 23, Jaunpiebalga, Jaunpiebalga Administrative District, +371-2838-1573, 
+371-2661-5072, www.jaunpiebalga.lv, GPS 57.176623, 26.035706

42.  Rauna and its Medieval ruins.  Rauna is often linked to the so-called Raunas 
Staburags, which is a beautiful sandstone cliff.  There are many other beautiful and 
important destinations of cultural and historical meaning in Rauna – the Tanīsa 
hillfort, the ruins of the Medieval castle, the “Kokle Player” freedom monument, 
the Rauna Evangelical Lutheran Church, and others.  The ruins are those of the main 
residence of the Rīga archbishops, with the archbishop and his suite spending a 
certain amount of time there each year.  The castle was expanded substantially in the 
early 16th century, and a village spread around it.  The castle was sacked in the 17th 
century.  There is a viewing platform in the castle tower which offers a lovely view of 
Rauna and its surroundings. 
Rauna, Rauna Administrative District, GPS 57.330650, 25.611892
43.  The Tanīsa hillfort was once the site of one of the largest and most fortified 
ancient Lettigalian hillforts.  It was on the bank of the Rauna River Valley, which 
was 24 m high.  Archaeologists have found that the hillfort was populated before 
the modern era by Finno-Ugrian tribes. Later it become a settlement for ancient 
Lettigalians.  The hill offers a lovely view of the castle ruins, a church, Lake Dzirnezers 
with its mill, the Rauna River and the Līčupe River.
Rauna, Rauna Administrative District, GSP 57.329653, 25.603745

The Rauna Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Valmieras Street 1A, Rauna, +371-6417-7014, +371-2777-5764, 
ranatic@gmail.com, www.rauna.lv, GPS 57.331906, 25.609209

64.  Medieval castle ruins at Ērģeme.  This Livonian Order castle was first 
mentioned in historical sources in 1422, and it was built during the 14th century.  
This was a powerful fortress to defend the eastern border of the order’s state.  The 
castle was totally razed during the Great Northern War in the early 18th century.  
The ruins, which include a round corner tower with two floors, are quite impressive.
Ērģeme, Valka Administrative District, +371-6472-5522, tib@valka.lv, 
www.visitvalka.lv, GPS 57.812810, 25.830524
65.  Valka:  An unusual “twin city”. Valka was historically a single town, but in 
contemporary times it was split in two – Valka in Latvia, and Valga in Estonia.  The 
town can best be viewed from the Lugaži Evangelical Lutheran Church in Valka.  The 
Valka Cultural Centre is one of the most outstanding examples of public buildings in 
Northern Vidzeme.  An open-air stage is interesting in terms of its placement in the 
environment.  The 1919 Cemetery of the Brethren features a monument, “Ancient 
Latvian Soldier.”  This is the only known example of cubist sculpture in Latvian art.
66.  The Valka Regional Research Museum is in a mid-19th century building 
that was originally erected as a seminary for teachers at Vidzeme congregational 
schools.  From 1839 until 1881, the seminar was directed by Jānis Cimze, a well 
known pedagogue and founder of the culture of choral singing in Latvia.  The 
museum’s exhibition is dedicated to Cimze, the seminar and its students, and the 
history of Valka.  Rīgas Street 64, Valka, +371-6472-2198, muzejs@valka.lv, 
www.muzejs.valka.lv, GPS 57.768330, 26.005872
67.  The Ielīcas ethnographic farm is a farm dating back to the 18th and 19th 
century.  The wooden buildings are arranged in a manner that was typical in 
Northern Vidzeme.  You can examine the residential building, three granaries, a 
cattle shed, a barn, stables with room for animal feed, a wheelhouse and a cellar.  
The classical Latvian film “Pūt, vējiņi” (Blow, o Wind!) was filmed here.
Ielīcas, Valka Administrative District, +371-2946-1673, ielicas@ielicas.lv, 
www.ielicas.com, GPS 57.657493, 26.001527
68.  A pine cone drying facility at Vijciems is one of the oldest facilities of its 
type in Latvia.  Seeds for new stands of trees are still obtained with equipment that is 
more than 100 years old.  The operations of the drying facility have been successfully 
merged with the preservation of historical values.
Mežmuiža, Valka Administrative District, +371-2647-8620, GPS 57.592389, 26.039878
69.  The Vijciems church is one of eight churches in Latvia which have wooden board 
panels on the outer walls.  The church was built in 1852, and it has several artistic 
monuments of national importance – the altar and the wooden alter painting, “Holy 
Supper.”  The expressive nature of the building is enhanced by 60 paned windows with 
delicate arches and a decorative, white-painted door jamb.  The church was restored 
in 1992 at the initiative of the Jürgen dynasty, which provided financing for it.
Vijciems Parish, Valka Administrative District, +371-2635-6379, 
GPS 57.5839001, 25.950556

Valka Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Rīgas Street 22, Valka, +371-6472-5522, tib@valka.lv, 
www.visit.valka.lv, GPS 57.774154, 26.019383

70.  Strenči:  A town for rafters.  Many men in and around Strenči were linked to the 
floating of logs down the Gauja River quite recently.  In honour of these rafters, a Gauja 
rafter’s celebration is held each year so as not to forget about the difficult job of rafters which 
was so common in the past.  There’s a sculpture, “Gauja Rafter” on the bank of the river.
71.  The Soviet charms of Seda.  Seda was built as a village for workers at a peat moss 
factory.  It was built in the 1950s and 1960s along with the beginning of extraction of peat 
moss from the local swamp in 1954.  This is a typical Soviet town with a central square and 
a series of side streets.  There are extensive alleys of birch and linden trees, and the yellow 
buildings are in the style of Stalinist Classicism.  The renovated Seda Cultural Centre was 
opened in 2012.

The Strenči Tourism Information Centre
Rīgas Street 7, Strenči, Strenči Administrative District, +371-6471-5667, 
tic@strencunovads.lv, www.strencunovads.lv, GPS 57.627625, 25.683975

72.  The Trikāta hill fort.  It may be that the Trikāta hill fort is the place where the 
legendary Beverīna fortress once stood.  It was built in the 13th century, when the ruler 
of the region was Tālivaldis.  The hill is on a steep bank between Lake Trikāta and the Abula 
River.  There are Medieval castle ruins on the hill.  A stage which was established during the 
latter half of the 20th century in the yard of the castle is still actively used.
Trikāta, Beverīna Administrative District, www.beverinasnovads.lv, 
GPS 57.541254, 25.709928
73.  The Smiltene Administrative District Museum at the Mēru (Birzuļu) Estate.  
The mansion of the state was built in 1905, and the Smiltene Administrative District 
Museum moved in 2011.  It offers a vast collection of medical equipment, wooden objects 
and handicrafts, various photographs and texts about the history of the Birzuļi Elementary 
School, as well as old and valuable books.  Guests are invited to take part in various 
thematic events.  Mēri, Smiltene Administrative District, +371-2922-7562*, 
www.smiltene.lv, GPS 57.445028, 26.092558
74.  The Donas farm and bakery.  This farm offers rye bread that is baked in a real stove 
with maple leaves.  You can form your own loaf of bread, bake it, and then enjoy it with 
honey and milk or bring it home as a souvenir.  There are well-appointed rooms and a hot 
sauna for overnight visitors.  Donas, Smiltene Administrative District, +371-2642-5426, 
donas@inbox.lv, maizesdarbnica.blogspot.com, GPS 57.441673, 25.733929
75.  Tastings cider and wine in Smiltene.  The Brūzis Hotel in Smiltene has a cider-
making facility in its cellar.  Tourists can find out how wine and cider are produced from 
Latvia’s natural treasures in Smiltene.  The beverages can be purchased.  The hotel’s 
cafeteria offers fine meals, and overnight visitors can stay in well-appointed rooms.
Brūža Street 2, Smiltene, +371-2961-2267 (the cider facility)*, +371-6477-3708 (hotel), 
sidradraitava@gmail.com, www.hotelbruzis.lv, GPS 57.427883, 25.916103

The Smiltene Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Dārza Street 3, Smiltene, +371-6470-7575, tourism@smiltene.lv, www.smiltene.lv, 
GPS 57.425049, 25.900612

76.  The Jāzeps Vītols Anniņas Museum. The Gaujiena Estate and its park are 
on the lovely bank of the Gauja River.  The great composer Jāzeps Vītols spent his 
summers in the brewer’s house of the state from 1922 until 1944.  A memorial 
museum, Anniņas, was installed here in 1961.  The large park is livened up by a pond, 
the “Lion’s Mouth” stream, and an open-air stage where Vītols Music Days and other 
events have been held since 1988.

The Gaujiena Parish Business, Education, Information and Tourism Centre
Pilskalni, Gaujiena, +371-2838-6923, +371-6438-1601, 
info@gaujiena.lv, gaujiena.info@ape.lv, www.apesnovads.lv, 
GPS 57.515141, 26.399169

77.  The Fazāni Museum of Antiquities in Trapene.  This is a private museum run 
by Zigurds Safranovičs.  It is in the park of the former Bormaņi Estate of the noble Wolff 
family.  The name of the house means “Pheasants,” and that is because the baron bred 
the bird.  The museum has some 40,000 objects in its collection, and the oldest and 
rarest one is 300 years old – a refrigerator that was owned by Ernst Glück.
Fazāni, Trapene, +371-2949-8605, zigurds.fazani@inbox.lv, www.apesnovads.lv, 
GPS 57.448041, 26.599247
78.  The village of Ape.  In the border zone between Latvia and Estonia, there is a 
small, but very unique village with the shortest name in Latvia.  Buildings made of 
local dolomite and ancient paving stones in Pasta Street offer unusual charm to the 
village, and there are lots of interesting places in the region – the Vaidava River, the 
Dzenīši oak tree, the Raganu cliffs, the Grūbe dolomite cliff and its waterfall, and the 
Grūbe hydroelectric power plant.  The name of Ape relates to the writer Elīna Zālīte 
and the regional researcher Dāvis Ozoliņš.  Traditional events include the Vaidava Cup 
motor sports competition in Ape and the River Festival, which is held each year in one 
of the parishes in the Ape Administrative District.

The Ape Administrative District Information Centre
Skolas Street 4 (from the rear), Ape, +371-2203-7518, +371-2943-9207, 
+371-6432-2273, tic@ape.lv, www.apesnovads.lv, 
GPS 57.537907, 26.593763

79.  The Drusku hill fort.  This is the steepest castle hill in all of Latvia.  The southern 
face faces Lake Pilskalns and is between 82 and 98 metres in height, with a slope of 45º.  
On clear days, visitors will see the distant Haanja highland and Great Munamägi Hill in 
Estonia.  A trip to the hill fort is worthwhile just because of that view!  There is a marked 
nature trail in the area.
Korneti, Alūksne Administrative District, +371-2934-7398, +371-2652-0232, 
www.veclaicene.lv, GPS 57.590651, 26.926663
80.  The Ernst Glück Bible Museum offers a look at the history of the Bible in Latvia, 
starting with the first translation that was produced by Glück in Alūksne and ending with 
modern editions.  The exhibition features the Bible in 36 languages, as well as several 
collections of sermons and hymnals.
Pils Street 25A, Alūksne, +371-6432-3164, +371-2562-7589, muzejs@aluksnesdraudze.lv, 
GPS 57.424320, 27.048899
81.  The former Soviet nuclear base at Zeltiņi.  You have to see this place yourself, 
because it is the only place in Latvia where “Lenin Square” still exists.  This was a highly 
classified military object during the Soviet era, with a central command bunker, missile 
storage hangers, firing areas and facilities for additional equipment.  There is still a lot 
of unknown and interesting information at the base, and it encourages thought about 
events from the recent past.
Zeltiņi, Alūksne Administrative District, +371-2949-9352*, zeltinumuzejs@aluksne.lv, 
www.aluksne.lv, GPS 57.348293, 26.751537

The Alūksne Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Pils Street 25A, Alūksne, +371- 6432-2804, +371-2913-0280, 
tic@aluksne.lv, www.aluksne.lv, GPS 57.424414, 27.048782

82.  The Gulbene-Alūksne train.  This is the only regularly scheduled narrow 
gauge railroad train in the Baltic States.  It transports passengers, organises attractive 
shows and events, and offers tours of the depot and a trip on a hand-powered trolley.  
Lovers of the railroad can spend the night at the Depo guest house in a salon wagon.  
A public sauna is available.
Viestura Street 12, Gulbene, +371-2022-8884, raitis@banitis.lv, www.banitis.lv, 
GPS 57.183317, 26.764583
83.  The St Alexander of Neva Orthodox Church and Stāmeriena Castle.  The 
majestic St Alexander of Neva Orthodox Church has been restored to its former glory, 
and it is particularly proud of the mountain crystals which are on the crosses of its 
steeples.  Near the church is the legendary Stāmeriena Castle which, in the 1930s, 
was the residence of the globally famous Italian writer Giuseppe Tomasi Lampedusa.  
Information about the estate and its history can be learned by hiking the Stāmeriena 
Castle nature trail.
Vecstāmeriena, Gulbene Administrative District, +371-2838-9883 (church), 
+371-2946-8334 (castle), GPS 57.215667, 26.892483
84.  A summer camp for the Latvian Army in Litene.  The former summer camp 
for Latvian Army troops is located in the Sita Forest not far from Litene.  In 1941, the 
totalitarian Soviet regime murdered a number of military officers and soldiers here.  
All that remains of the buildings at the camp are the foundations of barracks and 
remnants of defensive ramparts.  Memorials have been established here.
Litene, Gulbene Administrative District, +371-2639-5383, +371-2926-9823, 
GPS 57.165836, 27.018740.
85.  The Vecgulbene Estate.  The Vecgulbene Estate was owned by the Wolff 
dynasty of noblemen, and in the 19th century it was one of the most ornate estates 
in Vidzeme.  There are two mansions on the estate – the Red Mansion and the White 
Mansion, along with a conservatory, granary and riding arena.  A hotel is at the 
estate today.  The Gulbene Administrative District Museum of History and Art is in 
the former conservatory and granary.  You can tour an exhibition which features the 
history of Gulbene.  There are various exhibits and a vast collection of objects.
Brīvības Street 18, Gulbene, +371-6447-4800 (hotel), +371-6447-3098 (museum), 
baltapils@baltapils.lv, muzejs@gulbene.lv, www.baltapils.lv, www.gulbenesmuzejs.lv, 
GPS 57.161767, 26. 760667
86.  The environmental health farm “Kalna Pakalnieši”.  Guests can learn new 
things – baking rye bread, making cheese and preparing ice cream.  You will be able 
to taste and purchase various farm goodies.  The owners will also inform you about 
wild medicinal plants and the “Up-Down” nature trail.
Kalna Pakalnieši, Ranka Parish, +371-2643-7930, kpakalniesi@inbox.lv, 
www.pakalniesi.lv, GPS 57.236693, 26.099610
87.  The Velēnas church.  The first church at this location was a wooden building 
with a turf roof (the Latvian word for “turf” is “velēnas”) – that’s how it got its name.  
The Neo-Gothic building that you see today is built of stone and still delights visitors 
with the sound of a pipe organ that was built by the Sauer company in 1898.
Velēna, Gulbene Administrative District, +371-2638-7499, GPS 57.239483, 26.404333
88.  The old school and museum of Druviena.  The museum was installed in the 
building of a former parish school in 1966.  Knowledgeable guides offer an interesting 
tour through a countryside school from the late 19th and early 20th century.  You will 
learn about the school’s history and about the life of the author Jānis Poruks.  You may 
be particularly interested in learning how to write with ink and a quill.
Mazvasaraudži, Druviena Parish, Gulbene Administrative District, +371-2647-3671, 
GPS 57.10285, 26.24995
89.  An exhibition about Soviet history in Tirza.  You will experience the 
atmosphere of the Soviet era via interactive activities such as preparing legends 
about historical evidence, taking part in choir singing, dancing a Soviet dance, 
making paper airplanes, snapping paper, etc., thus experiencing the things which 
kids did during breaks at school.
Tirza, Gulbene Administrative District, +371-2695-4827, +371-2953-9566, 
tirza@gulbene.lv, GPS 57.145583, 26.439717

The Gulbene Administrative District Local Government Agency
“The Gulbene Tourism and Cultural Heritage Centre”
Ābeļu Street 2, Gulbene +371-6449-7729, +371-2655-7582, 
turists@gulbene.lv, www.gulbene.lv/tourism, GPS 57.172092, 26.760056

90.  The Cesvaine Castle.  Cesvaine is one of the most romantic small towns in Vidzeme.  
The town centre includes the majestic stone castle which is seen as one of the most 
brilliant architectural achievements during the latter half of the 19th century in Latvia.  
Guides are available to offer tours of the castle, its viewing tower, its museum and its 
creative workshop.  The castle today is home to the Cesvaine School of Music and the Arts, 
the Cesvaine Tourism Centre, and the Cesvaine Regional Research Museum.

Cesvaine Tourism Centre
Pils Street 1, Cesvaine, +371-6485-2225, +371-2617-2637, 
turismainfo@cesvaine.lv, www.cesvaine.lv, GPS 56.969419, 26.312611

91.  A memorial to Col. Oskars Kalpaks in Meirāni.  The first commander of the 
Latvian Army was Colonel Oskars Kalpaks (1882-1919), and he and members of his family 
are interred at the Visagala cemetery in Meirāni.  In 1927, a monument to Kalpaks which 
was produced by Kārlis Zāle and Arnolds Dzirkalis was installed at the graveyard.  On the 
other bank of the Aiviekste River is the Liepsalas farm, where Kalpaks was born.  Work on 
a commemorative memorial at the farm began in 1997.
Liepsalas, Madona Administrative District, +371-2633-1722, +371-2640-0999, 
GPS 56.798181, 26.618206
92.  The Ataugas farm.  This two-hectare farm grows strawberries and raspberries.  You 
will enjoy a tour of the farm, and its owners will offer you tastings of their produce, offer 
advice on how to grow berries, and sell you plants and berries right up until the end of 
the autumn.  During the winter the farm offers a bread baking workshop for groups of 
8-12 (3 hours).  Please contact the farm in advance if you wish to attend such a workshop.
Ataugas, Prauliena, Madona Administrative District, +371-2945-5829*, 
apinukalte@apollo.lv, GPS 56.837966, 26.307176
93.  The ceramics workshop of Jānis Seiksts.  You can tour the potter’s workshop, 
produce your own clay pot, and examine the big kiln in which the artworks are fired.  A 
small exhibition hall offers examination and a chance to buy finished products, including 
garden ceramics.  There is also a lovely garden with sculptures that were produced by the 
owner – an excellent place to take a breath.
Dumpu Street 16, Madona, +371-2612-6247, GPS 56.861013, 26.208629
94.  The Līvi goat farm and cheese making facility.  This farm has one of the largest 
herds of goats in Latvia (some 250 animals).  You can take a tour of the cheese making 
facility and taste and purchase some cheese for yourself.
Ozolkrogs, Madona Administrative District, +371-2918-7164*, +371-2918-0251, kazas.
siers@inbox.lv, GPS 56.824402, 25.994681

Madona Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Saieta Square 1, Madona, Madona Administrative District, 
+371-6486-0573, +371-2913-0437, tic@madona.lv, www.madona.lv, 
GPS 56.854534, 26.221544

61.  Ice cream tastings in Rūjiena.  Rūjiena is Latvia’s capital city for ice cream.  More 
than 20 types of ice cream are available for tastings, and you will enjoy a story and video 
about how the refreshing treats are made from materials grown in Latvia.
Upes Street 5/7, Rūjiena, +371-6426-3526, rujienassaldejums@apollo.lv,
www.rujienassaldejums.lv, GPS 57.534552, 25.193761

Rūjiena Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Raiņa Street 3, Rūjiena, +371-6426-3278, +371-2946-4888, 
tic@rujiena.lv, www.rujiena.lv, GPS 57.897068, 25.345459

62.  The Ķoņu mill is the only place in Latvia where a windmill is used both to grind grain 
and to produce wool.  Blankets and pillows are made of natural sheep’s wool.  You can take 
a tour of the mill, taste delicious food produced at local farms, have meals, spend the night, 
organise events and take part in educational programmes at the watermill.
Ķoņu Dzirnavas, Naukšēni Administrative District, +371-2642-4567, +371-2834-6892, 
konudzirnavas@inbox.lv, www.konudzirnavas.lv, GPS 57.942929, 25.373952
63.  The Naukšēni Estate and Human Museum.  The Naukšēni Estate, which is on 
the banks of the Rūja River, dates back to the late 16th century.  The mansion took on its 
current appearance in 1843, and it was designed in the Empire style.  Nearby is the Human 
Museum, which offers information about people from the Naukšēni Parish, as well as tours 
of the estate’s territory.
Naukšēnu Muiža, Naukšēni Administrative District, +371-2645-2037, 
cilvekmuzejs@naukseni.lv, www.cilvekmuzejs.naukseni.lv, GPS 57.883062, 25.447033

31.  The Koknese Castle ruins.  The Koknese castle hill and its Medieval ruins are on 
the right bank of the Daugava River at the place where the Pērse River empties into the 
Daugava.  The castle was populated until the early 18th century.  During the late 19th 
and early 20th century, the caste hill was one of the most popular tourism destinations in 
Latvia.  It lost much of its landscape beauty after the once steep banks of the Daugava were 
flooded to create a reservoir for the Pļaviņas hydroelectric power plant in the late 1960s.

The Koknese Tourism Information Centre
Melioratoru Street 1, Koknese, +371-6516-1296, turisms@koknese.lv, 
www.kokneseturisms.info, GPS for the castle ruins 56.637951, 25.417202, 
GPS for the tourism centre 56.643773, 25.445734

32.  The Viking barge “Lāčplēsis”.  A trip down the Daugava River in a mighty barge 
linked to many legends and heroic stories, the “Lāčplēsis,” will always be interesting.  The 
tour passes Oliņkalns Hill, the Sēlpils hillfort and the many little bays of the Daugava River.  
Alongside the pier for the barge is the “Latvju Spīķeris” tourism services centre, where 
you can buy tickets and souvenirs and learn about other destinations in the Pļaviņas 
Administrative District. Liepsalas, Pļaviņas Administrative District, +371-2616-1131, +371-
26649575, info@mezmalasvikings.lv, www.mezmalasvikings.lv, GPS 56.598596, 25.655909

The Pļaviņas Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Liepsalas, Klintaine Parish, +371-2200-0981, plavinu_tic@inbox.lv, 
www.plavinunovads.lv, GPS 56.5999901, 25.654879

*   Please contact the venue in advance 
Emphasised areas on the map indicate CHARTS Project partner tourism destinations

The GPS co-ordinates are offered as part of the decimal WGS84 system – latitude (dd.dddddd) 
and longitude (dd.dddddd).

44.  The Āraiši Archaeological Museum Park is a unique reconstruction of a lake 
fortress built by ancient Lettigalians in the 9th and 10th century A.D..  It is the most 
extensivly studied settlement of its kind in north-eastern Europe.  Visitors will learn about 
living conditions 1,000 years ago.  There are ruins of a Medieval castle, along with Meitu 
Island, which has reconstructions of items from the Stone Age and the Bronze Age.
Āraiši, Amata Administrative District, +371-6410-7080, araisi@history-museum.lv, 
www.history-museum.lv, GPS 57.249863, 25.280905

The Amata Administrative District Tourism Information Centre
Dzirnavas, Ieriķi, +371-6411-9024, turisms@and.lv, www.amata.lv, 
GPS 57.210079, 25.170879
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